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CONFIDENTIAL BERN 4661 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PORG, OCON, UNESCO, XF, XG, SZ 
SUBJECT: ARAB CAMPAIGN AGAINST SWITZERLAND 

REF: DAMASCUS 2916 

1. IN LIGHT OF SEVERAL PRESS STORIES REPORTING RECENT 
ARAB UNHAPPINESS WITH THE SWISS, EMBOFF CALLED ON ALFRED 
HOHL (DEPUTY DIRECTOR, AFRO-ASIAN DIVISION FPD TO OBTAIN 
DETAILS. HOHL SAID THAT ARABS HAD LAUNCHED ORCHESTRATED 
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CAMPAIGN INVOLVING DEMARCHES IN MOST OF THE ARAB 
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CAPITALS, CURIOUSLY WITH NOTABLE EXCEPTION OF ALGIERS. 

DEMARCHES REQUESTED EXPLANATION FOR ALLEGED PRO-ISRAELI 
SHIFT IN SWISS POLICY AND HINTED AT ECONOMIC RETALIATION 
IF GOS FAILED TO HEED WARNING. FONMIN GRABER'S PERSONAL 
ASSISTANT WHO HAPPENED TO BE PRESENT COMMENTLY WRYLY THAT 
SWISS WERE NOW IN THE "DUTCH POSITION" WITH RESPECT TO 
ARABS. 

2. ARAB COMPLAINTS HAVE FOCUSSED ON FOUR FOLLOWING 
POINTS, OF WHICH FIRST TWO WERE THE MORE SERIOUS IN ARAB EYES: 

A) SWISS PARLIAMENT'S VOTE TO CUT UNESCO CONTRIBUTION 
BY 10 PERCENT (PARIS 29601 - NOTAL). GOS ARGUED THAT 
GOVERNMENT DOES NOT CONTROL ACTIONS OF PARLIAMENT. 

B) PRO-ISRAELI BIAS OF THE SWISS PRESS. GERMAN-SWISS 

PRESS IN PARTICULAR HAS BEEN HIGHLY INCENSED OVER ARBITRARY 
MAJORITY ACTION IN UNESCO AND SHARPLY CRITICIZED WISH- WASHY 
VOTING PATTERN OF SWISS UNESCO DELEGATION. THERE HAS BEEN 
WAVE OF SYMPATHY FOR ISRAEL AS ANOTHER SMALL COUNTRY 
VICTIMIZED BY MAJORITY. GOS OFFICIALS SOUGHT TO EXPLAIN 
THAT GOS DOES NOT CONTROL PRESS. 

C) PRIVATE PRO-ISRAEL FUND RAISING DINNER IN GENEVA 
EARLIER THIS YEAR WHICH MRS. MEIR ATTENDED. 

D) RECENT PASSAGE BY SWISS LOWER HOUSE OF BILL PROVIDING 
FOR FINAL DISPOSAL OF UNCLAIMED WARTIME ASSETS IN SWISS 
BANKS, MOST OF WHICH PRESUMED TO BELONG TO JEWS WHO DID 
NOT SURVIVE THE WAR. TWO-THIRDS OF APPROXIMATELY TWO 
MILLION SWISS FRANC FUND WILL GO TO ASSOCIATION OF 
SWISS-ISRAELI COMMUNITIES AND ONE-THIRD TO PRIVATE SWISS 
REFUGEE RELIEF ORGANIZATION IN ZURICH. (LIKELY THAT 
MEASURE WILL ALSO PASS UPPER HOUSE UNANIMOUSLY AT MARCH 
1975 SESSION). 

ALTHOUGH ALGERIAN PAPER EL MOUDJAHID REPORTEDLY ALSO CRITIZED 
SWISS FOR JOINING IEA, NONE OF DEMARCHES TOUCHED THIS ISSUE, 
ACCORDING TO HOHL. 

3. ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS FROM CAIRO, SECGEN MAHMOUD RIAD 
OF ARAB LEAGUE ON DECEMBER 1 1 ASKED ALL ARAB FONMINS IN CIRCULAR 
COMMUNICATION TO CONSIDER ADOPTION OF A UNITED POLICY TOWARD 
SWITZERLAND. IF NECESSARY, RIAD WOULD CALL FOR EMERGENCY 
MEETING OF LEAGUE. 
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4. HOHL SAID THAT SWISS FEDERAL COUNCIL (I.E. CABINET) WOULD 
PROBABLY TRY TO DEFLECT ARAB THRUST BY ISSUING STATEMENT THAT 
WOULD FIRMLY RESTATE TRADITIONAL SWISS NEUTRALITY POLICY IN 
MIDEAST CONFLICT AND SHARPLY DENY THAT THERE HAD BEEN ANY SHIFT 
IN POLICY. STATEMENT WILL PROBABLY ALSO TRY TO MAKE CLEAR SWISS 
PRESS FREEDOM, BUT HOHL WILL PROBABLY ALSO TRY TO MAKE CLEAR 
SWISS PRESS FREEDOM, BUT HOHL SAID THAT IT WAS EXCEEDINGLY DIFFICULT 
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IN PRESENT ARAB MOOD TO GET SUCH POINTS ACROSS TO THEM. 

DAVIS 
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